
Institutions of Higher
Education (IHEs)

Office of Higher
Education (OHE)

Budget
Timeline

July
IHEs submit FTE
calculations to

OHE

Roberta B. Willis Need-Based Grant

October 1

FTE Percentage
chart is

published to OHE
website by
October 1st

¹ Statute requires OHE post the estimate by October 1 and notify each IHE regarding their funding for the following fiscal year by November 1

February
IHEs use Gov’s

budget to
determine their

allocation

Agreements
IHEs must sign

and return
agreements to
receive funding

Agreements
When signed

agreements are
received , OHE

disperses funds
to IHEs

July
OHE sends IHEs

agreements
guaranteeing
funding levels

February
Gov proposes

budget (GPB) to
Legislature with

RWSP funds
included

April
Appropriations

Committee
reviews GPB and

proposes own
budget

May/June
Legislative

Leaders, OTG, and
OPM negotiate

the budget

May/June
Legislature

approves budget
and Governor

signs it

OHE – Office of Higher Education
OTG – Office of the Attorney General
OPM – Office of Policy and Management
IHE – Institution of Higher Education
HSC - High School Counselors
GPB – Governor’s Proposed Budget
FTE – Full Time Enrollment
Student Rosters – List of Enrolled Students from IHEs

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/sup/chap_186.htm


High School
Counselors (HSCs)

Office of Higher
Education (OHE)

Budget
Timeline

Nov-March
HSCs Submit Need-Merit
Scholarship applications

for Seniors and
graduated students

October
OHEs FAFSA submission

for Need-Merit
Scholarship opens on

October 1st

Oct-Dec
OHE releases fall

semester
RWSPNM funds to

IHEs

Oct-Dec
IHEs confirm

student rosters for
fall enrollment
status for RWSP

February
Gov proposes

budget (GPB) to
Legislature with

RWSP funds
included

April
Appropriations

Committee
reviews GPB and

proposes own
budget

May/June
Legislative

Leaders, OTG, and
OPM negotiate

the budget

May/June
Legislature

approves budget
and Governor

signs it

Roberta B. Willis Need-Merit Scholarship

February-March
OHEs FAFSA submission

for Roberta B. Willis
Need-Merit Scholarship

Closes

Institutions of Higher
Education (IHEs)

Feb-May
OHE releases

spring semester
RWSPNM funds to

IHEs

Feb-May
IHEs confirm

student rosters for
spring enrollment

status for RWSP

OHE – Office of Higher Education
OTG – Office of the Attorney General
OPM – Office of Policy and Management
IHE – Institution of Higher Education
HSC - High School Counselors
GPB – Governor’s Proposed Budget
FTE – Full Time Enrollment
Student Rosters – List of Enrolled Students from IHEs



Roberta B. Willis Scholarship FY2026 Actuals
FY26 Budget Allocation 41,969,326.38
$10,000,000 designated for the RBWSP Need-Merit Scholarship
$31,969,236.38 designated for the RBWSP Need-Based Grant
$100,000 designated for administrative expenses

Fall Semester: IHEs receive 50% of Allocation 15.5M

*Includes 15M 
in GF Reserved 

Funds

$41,969M

$31M

$10M

Roberta B. Willis
Need-Based

Grant

Roberta B. Willis
Need-Merit
Schoarship

Fall Semester: IHEs receive 50% of Allocation 5M

Spring Semester: IHEs receive 50% of Allocation 15.5M

Spring Semester: IHEs receive 50% of Allocation 5M

¹ Legislation was passed in 2024 to allow OHE to reserve $15 million that was appropriated in FY 2025 for disbursement in FY 2026


